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KRIST GRUIJTHUIJSEN

Extra City has invited the Dutch artist and curator Krist Gruijthuijsen (1980) to curate the last show of 2006. Krist Gruijthuijsen studied fine art at the Art Academy in Maastricht followed by a post-graduate study at the HISK in Antwerp. Since October 2005, Gruijthuijsen has worked at Platform Garanti as a resident while also participating in the curatorial course of Konstfack, Stockholm. He has organised and participated in numerous of national and international exhibitions and projects such as "We all laughed at Christopher Columbus", Stedelijk Museum Bureau Amsterdam and Platform Garanti, Istanbul, "Archiving Disappearance: Symposium nr. 1”, Platform Garanti, Istanbul, “The chess tour”, Het Domein, Sittard, Peekskill project, HVCCA, Peekskill, New York and “INDEX: six perceptions on an archive”, collaboration with INDEX, at K1, Stockholm. He will be an artist-in-residence at Location 1 in New York during the spring of 2007.

For this one-time collaboration with Extra City, Krist Gruijthuijsen composed More Stories on absence, a research project on the absence and disappearance of John Fare, Ray Johnson, Bas Jan Ader, Andy Kaufman and JT Leroy among others.
EXHIBITION

They say any artist who pays six dollars may exhibit. Mr Richard Mutt sent in a fountain. Without discussion, this object disappeared and was never exhibited. What were the grounds for refusing Mr Mutt’s fountain? Some contended it was immoral, vulgar. Others, that it was plagiarism, a plain piece of plumbing. In 1920 a woman enters annals of art calling herself Rose Sélavy and in 1921, she acquires an extra ‘r’ when she adds her signature to L’Oeil cacodylate, a painting by Francis Picabia.

Escaping identity can be seen as a possibility to distance oneself from its personal environment and to be able to question the position it is functioning in. This position can be read from a social and political perspective. As in the case of Duchamp, alter egos create a good opportunity to play with ones own identity. Fed by resistance and radicalism, they develop a certain freedom to provoke situations that are normally more difficult to create. Once revealed, this ‘fake’ identity dies and is being replaced by forms of mythology such as storytelling and legends. The truth does not matter anymore. The myth creates a discourse of new possibilities in which immortal existence, of an identity such as the alter ego, is much stronger than the one we proceed to believe as real. Disappearing from a context is a very romantic gesture of refusal, which in the end will be embraced by the mass. The mystification brings notions nostalgia and can be read as a form of masturbating your own presence, or rather, your absence. The attraction to the post-mortal existence is an ultimate form of romanticism. Is there a true difference between the failure and revealing of the fictional identity and the death of the non-fictional one?

In More stories on absence, this perspective is being investigated in relation to different forms of death of the persona. Related case studies will be displayed as forms of mystification and mythology in the context of today’s environment linked to its historical aspects. Cases and works such as those from Alan Abel, Andy Kaufman, John Fare, Chris Burden, Ray Johnson, Bas Jan Ader, Jiri Kovanda, Bik Van der Pol, Andy Warhol and JT LeRoy will be discussed as forms of disappearance in relation to mortal and post-mortal theories.

LOCATION 2, Wolstraat 29, BE-2000 Antwerp

MOVIES

For More stories on absence Krist Gruijthuijsen has made a selection of films and documentaries that create a framework for the exhibition and handle the same subject. All movie screenings take place at Location 1, just 500 meters from Extra City’s old building. A valid ticket guarantees unlimited access to all movies. 
»Abel raises Cain« (2005, 82'), documentary

· Filmmaker Jenny Abel explores the life and career of her father Alan Abel, known to many as ‘the world’s greatest hoaxer’.

· Written and directed by Jenny Abel and Jeff Hockett.

· Cast: Alan Abel, Jeanne Abel

»The Kaufman Files« (2004, 30’), clips 

· A selection of rare footage from and with Andy Kaufman

»I'm from Hollywood« (1989, 60'), documentary

· Wrestling documentry about comedian Andy Kaufman’s break into professional

wrestling. Mainly focuses on his feud with Memphis wrestling legend, Jerry ‘The King’ Lawler, and features interviews from his Taxi co-stars, announcer Lance Russell and Robin Williams.

· Written and directed by Lynne Margulies and Joe Orr.

· Cast: Andy Kaufman, Jerry Lawler, Tony Danza, David Letterman, etc.

»The heart is deceitful above all things« (2004, 97'), drama

· Jeremiah, a child pulled from his foster home, is thrown into a troubled life on the road with his teenage mother, Sarah. With her, he travels through the U.S. and learns first hand about the troubles of the world.

· Screenplay and directed by Asia Argento, based on short stories by J.T. LeRoy.

· Cast: Asia Argento, Jimmy Bennet, Kara Kemp, Ornella Muti, Peter Fonda etc.
LOCATION 1, Mexicostraat, Kattendijkdok, Kaai 20A, BE-2030 Antwerp

PUBLICATION

The accompanying catalogue offers a theoretical view on the exhibition More stories on absence. The publication, in which both artist and artwork are clarified, is included in the price of a visitors ticket. Contributions in the publication by Mario Garcia Torres, Raimundas Malasauskas and Bill Wilson.
PRACTICAL INFO

Exhibition 06/10 – 10/12/2006

Location 2, Wolstraat 29, BE-2000 

Exhibition times:
Thuesday thru Sunday 11.00 – 18.00h 

Thursday 11.00 – 21.00h

Closed on Monday 

MOVIE SCREENINGS 06/10 – 10/12/2006
Location 1, Mexicostraat, Kattendijkdok, Kaai 20A, BE-2030 Antwerpen

Program

12.00u (Thursday also at 18.30h)

»Abel raises Cain« 
13.30u (Thursday also at 20.00h)

»Rare Clips« 

15.00u

»I'm from Hollywood« 

16.30u

»The heart is deceitful above all things«

Tickets

5€ / 3€

reduction for students, disabled and unemployed

Contact

0484/42.10.70

(
info@extracity.org

(
www.extracity.org

